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     I did mention colder weather in my last comments and so for quite 
awhile after that it continued even after warmer daytime temperatures 
we had some extremely cold nights. Only keeping greenhouses “frost 
free” was not really enough especially if you had plants in active 
growth. Mine are what I call semi dormant at this time, plants kept a 
little on the dry side until a more normal temperature starts naturally. 
OK so my plants are then slow to get going but eventually they seem to 
sense the change and away they go. 
     I know quite a number of you have lost plants this winter, in some 
cases whole collections, I even lost a few myself. We are perhaps not 
so used to colder winters these days because some years back full pre-
cautions would have been in place well before the onset of the colder 
weather. 
     However the growing season is well underway now in all areas both 
indoor and out so I’m sure all of you have plenty to do. 
     One thing I have noticed on my travels is how much in price com-
posts have risen, and the sudden lack, at least in my area, of composts 
suitable for Streps! A lot of reduced peat ones are not really suitable 
and some of those made from recycled material are hopeless for grow-
ing anything in. 
    My own plants as usual are a little slow getting off the mark, low 
light levels and the aforesaid winter to blame. But the surge of new life 
is now evident and I’m hopeful they will grow away. 
     The new show season is already underway for the Society, Frank 
and Mary already having been to Harrogate and Malvern coming up, 
plus the rest of the shows throughout the season, please go along and 
support us if you’ve a show that you can get to. Our own show as well 
is also a very nice day out and if you’ve been before you will I’m sure 
be pleasantly surprised and made very welcome. 
 
Ken Jones 
Chairman 
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The Society Then and Now 
by Ken Jones 
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The Society will by this years showtime be fast approaching its “10th” anniversary 
though in reality it has been that long already. There are a number of members out 
there that have been growers of Streps for many years some who we still only hear 
from by letter or e-mail who cannot get to the shows including our own, some are 
met annually at one show or another up and down the country but in its own way it’s 
a meeting of “Old Friends” each time. This is an element in our Society that should 
always be kept, not just to be the best grower but to help others succeed also. 
 Over the years, show wise as a “Society” various awards have been won which 
has led to us being accepted as a society though for whatever reason we are not offi-
cially recognised by the higher Horticultural bodies. It matters not to me that we are 
not more scientific in our approach we are there to be able to grow our plants to their 
best and to produce more flowers and to help others do the same. I do like to delve 
into where they came from, how they evolved, what breeding techniques were used 
and a whole lot more but that is just something for me. 
 We as a society have quite a few members in mainland European countries al-
so over the pond there in America and Canada a lot of them are also like minded in 
the way they wish to grow their flowers. Purely for the enjoyment of watching a 
good plant evolve, grow and flower to its best potential and being able to say “I grew 
that”. 
 The Society has gone from strength to strength in its evolvement over the 
years, this is more evident each year at our own show which also incorporates our 
Annual General Meeting which takes place while the judging is done. Annual meet-
ings are notorious for being the most boring of places, something to attend with fear 
and trepidation. Not so at the British Streptocarpus Society! I know a number of 
members look forward to it. General business of the society is discussed sensibly, de-
cided upon and a little bit of banter to. The Treasurer’s report is dealt with and a gen-
eral discussion to help the society also general information from outlying committee 
members, usually Frank finishing a call to close the meeting down, and then each in-
to the showroom to see who has won. 
 All in all then and now a “Good Society” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



A MONTH IN THE LIFE OF…… 
by Peter Pinches 
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     For most of the year, I don’t have to spend much time keeping on top of the finan-
cial matters of the Society.  Expenses and income from the various shows at which 
the Society attends, new members joining, insurance renewal, paying monies into the 
bank and checking bank statements are the main tasks to be done.  However, the 
end of March and most of April is different because it is renewal time. 
 
     Wednesday 25th March found me at Frank and Mary’s house, sat at a large table 
surrounded by letters, envelopes, address labels and stamps.  I sign the letters, over 
6OO of them, Frank folds the letters and puts them in the envelopes and passes them 
on to Mary who puts the addresses and stamps on them.  Frank posts them to all parts 
of the U.K. 
 
     What happens in the following week is amazing.  Monday 43 returns, Tuesday 72, 
Wednesday 74, Thursday 42, Friday 31 and Saturday 21, with plenty more since, but in 
smaller volumes.  It took me almost an hour just to open the Tuesday and Wednesday 
letters and to put the renewal slips into membership number order. I then enter them 
on to the computer, and send Frank an e-mail listing that days renewals.  Finally, a 
new membership card is completed and posted. Starting at 10, 30 a.m. I posted them 
at 4.30 p.m. having had about 30 minutes for lunch. 
 
     Then there is the matter of paying all these renewal cheques into the bank. When I 
first started as treasurer I used to be able to write about 30 cheques on a paying-in 
slip. My personal best is now 42 cheques on a slip, and my visits to the bank are al-
most daily. It is a lot of work, but only for a short period of time, and as the volumes 
decrease I am able to catch up on all my other jobs that I had put to one side. 
 
     It is a pleasure to open the envelopes and see familiar names renewing. It is also 
very pleasing to read some of member’s positive comments about our Society and 
the way that it operates.  All in all, a very satisfying job. 
 
     Can I remind members who have not yet renewed that this will be their last oppor-
tunity to renew, as their membership will cease after receipt of this newsletter. 
 
     A big thank you to all who have renewed and a gentle reminder to those who 
haven’t! 



Secretary’s Report 
Page  4 News let te r  Volume 2 Issue 6 

 
     Again I am late with getting this to our editor, mainly because of doing the early 
show at Harrogate, and Malvern following on so soon after it. 
 
     We did not have any flower for Harrogate but did put a Species table on, I had also 
redone our notice board and according to the judges not made a very good job of it, so 
it had to be redone for Malvern just in case they thought the same. We had a silver at 
this show the lowest we have had at Harrogate. 
The notice board was redone with a few disagreements between Mary and myself, but 
what we ended up with was very good although I say it myself and she agreed. 
 
     Malvern with flowers and a species table and a layout Mary had wanted to do for 
some time if we could get the space, earned the display an award I thought we would 
never get at Malvern, yes at last, RHS GOLD. 
Part of this was down to Lynne Dibley, seeing her at Harrogate on the last day, she 
had come to help Rex (her dad) sell off and take their display down, which by the way 
was an excellent one of streps for the time of year and got a Premier award, Mary was 
telling her that we had a lot of plants in flower but they were all the same and that we 
could do with some others to make up a reasonable display, about 20 would do, when 
are you coming up for them was her reply, we agreed on Friday the first, the plants 
they had put up for us where great, 20 of her very best. 
 
     While I am on about Lynne she has kindly accepted to do a question time at the 
society show this year while the judging is going on, so those of you who are hoping to 
come to the show and AGM have your questions ready on paper. 
 
     I was sorry to here from quite a lot of members that they had lost quite a lot of 
plants during the winter, mainly through heaters failing, in that very cold spell we 
had, some of you have told me that you have lost all of them, so if you were one of 
those unlucky people you where not alone, if you only grow a few plants in your 
greenhouse or cold conservatory you can always bring them into the house in winter.  
 
     May I suggest you use the swap shop in the next newsletter to request anything 
you have not replaced as some members may have some plants spare, or a leaf, Octo-
ber is not too late to put a cutting in if you have a propagator?  
 
     At Harrogate and at Malvern most of the people including members told me that 
they had very little flower as yet (May 10) I can only put this down to bad light during 
Feb and March, light here in the middle of the UK has been very low, yet again talking 
to Lynne Dibley regarding the light in North Wales nr Ruthin where the nursery is 
they have had very good light through-out March and April, hence a lot of early flow-
er, also I think the very large greenhouses helps as well. Last year we had good light 
here in the midlands through-out February and March and I had flower earlier, so the 
light must play a big part, I think it plays a bigger part than the heating. We are still 
learning.  
     



Secretary’s Report (continued) 
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     Before I forget all of you that where thinking of attending Shepton Mallet Show, its 
only on for two days Friday and Saturday, not as listed in the last newsletter, also it 
looks as if we will not be at Kings Heath either. 
     As you will see at the society show we hold our AGM this does not take long, the 
minutes of this are in the October newsletter, if any member who has joined us since 
then would like a copy please either e-mail me or give me a quick phone call, copies 
will be out at the AGM. 
 
     Bob and myself thank all of you who have had plants from us, we hope they are 
doing well, I have noted that the American ones I have grow a lot slower than my own, 
even though I have taken cuttings myself. 
I have a full set of cuttings in at the moment and may have some spare by the end of 
August if any of you want anything you missed in March. 
Have a good season and why not tell us about it, go on start making notes now, I have 
learnt a lot from some of you in the past, little things that I have not thought of, it 
helps to pass them on. 
 
 
 
 

  

The Socie es RHS GOLD stand at Malvern Spring Show 
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Dainty Sprite 
Violet Lace 
Yummpin Yiminy 
Gower Garnet 
Jennifer 
Isabella 
New Zealand Hybrids 
Kerry’s Gold 
Olwen 
Pink Panther 
Sensa on x Unknown seed from R Demers 
Unknown different variety R Demers 
Upstart 
Suzie 
Red Ransome 
Hannah Ellis 
Bristol’s Bluebeard 
Susan 
Picotee Dream 
Bristol’s Luv It 
Elegance 
Canterbury Surprise x Strawberry Crush 
Kissie 
Magpie 
Tartan Blue 
Falling Stars 
Orchid Lace 
Carolyn Ann (s.a.) 
Joker 
Bristol’s Gunpowder (purple,white flecks) 
Bristol’s Sunset 
Bristol’s Party Girl 
Vicky 
Turbulent Tide 
Shenandoah Shoo ng Star 
Bristol’s Mello-Jello 
Heidi 
Laura 
Persephone 
Somerset Coral 
White Wings 
Bristol’s Tiger Lily 
Fes val of Wales 
Inky Fingers 
Jules 
Kissie 
Rondulas byo 
Shannon 
Ruby Anniversary 
Franken Charlo e (s/a) 
Ida 
Modbury Lady x Fernwood Cherries Jubilee 
Ontario Wild Rose 
Karen 
Stella 

Crystal Beauty 
Fine Wine (s.a.) 
Fernwood Cherries Jubilee 
George e 
Ice Iced Baby 
Ken’s Yellow Centred Hybrids 
Mary 
Midnight Flame 
Nerys (s.a.) 
Pink Sprite 
Mixed seed from R Demers 
Mixed Seed 
Texas Sunrise 
Crystal Charm 
Shocking Pink Sprite 
Kaye 
Samantha 
Bristol’s Nigh all 
Iced Ar stry x Bristol’s Party Girl 
Bristols Hush Puppy 
Bristol’s Ice Castle 
Michael 
Carys 
Catrin 
Izzy 
Alison 
Emma 
Velma 
Blue Bird 
Bu er Blues (blue,yellow throat) 
Bristol’s Blackbird 
Strawberry Fondant 
Vampires Kiss 
South Shore 
Blushing Bride cross 
Elsi 
Jacquie 
Melanie 
Plum Crazy 
Swaybelle 
Blue Lightening 
Bristol’s Tractor Beau 
Iced Ar stry (variegated) 
Jenny 
July 4th 

Moonlight 
Salmon Sunset 
Stacy 
Ruffels 
Gloria (s/a) 
Idwal 
Modbury lady 
Persian Carpet 
Sandra 
Athena (s/a) 
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Bethan 
Bristols Very Best x Midnight Flame 
Clouds 
Ella 
Ella Mae 
Passion Pink 
Patricia 
Brimstone 
Bristols Red Typhoon ( s/a) 
Candy Apple (s/a) 
Claire 
Bristols Doo wop 
Jane Elizabeth 
Nia 
Lemon Ice 
Somerset Shoo ng Star 
Blushing Bride x Unknown 
Bristols Blue Bopper 
Bristols Tie Dyed 
Cathedral Window 
Dainty Lady 
Emily 
Laura x Nicola 
Paula 
 
(s.a.) a er seed variety means that the seed fund has very 

Species Seed 2009 
 

CAERULEUS 
COOPERII (s/a) 
CYANANDRUS 
GARDENII 
PENTHERIANUS SSP PENTHERIANUS 
PENTHERIANUS 
PRIMULIFOLIUS (WHITE  FORM)  
PRIMULIFOLIUS VAR. FORMOSUS URNTAMVUNA 
REXII  
ROSEO ALBUS 
THOMSONII 
WENDLANDII 
CAULESCENS ‘PALLESENS’ 
CYANUS 
GALPINII 
GRANDIS SSP GRANDIS 
PENTHERIANUS SSP PENTHERIANUS (WHITE FORM) 
POLYANTHUS 
PRIMULIFOLIUS VAR. PRIMULIFOLIUS 
REXII (BLUE FORM) 
NOVA 
STOMANDRUS  
TRABECULATUS 

About the Seed Fund 
 

The fund is run by yours truly and many of you have met me and the seed fund at the Annual Show held in July. 
When I volunteered to be the seed secretary 10 years ago at the inaugural meeting of the society, I never realised how 
many friends I would make through the society. I am most grateful. 
The Society has gone from strength to strength since its inception and many seeds have been distributed.  
The varieties now are varied and exceptional. I try to keep most of the seed varieties from my own stock, but am re-
ally glad when you members can send me seed of varieties that I either do not grow or am low on ( I’d need a green-
house the size of the Palm House at Kew Gardens to do that!) 
About the seed itself. If you have not grown from seed before, I suggest you try mixed seed first to get you started; 
the fund has plenty of this. Sow seed in small batches to give yourselves a few attempts, and also if you have a good 
germination rate, it looks like cress and is as difficult to prick out and also where to put all those seedling when they 
go into bigger pots! 
Unlike Frank , I sow my seed in very small pots, the reason, I use less compost, more room in my propagator for 
more varieties of seed, and if I have a germination failure, not so much compost to recycle. 
This last couple of months I have covered the soil with a small layer of silver sand, and sowed seed onto that, this 
way you can see the seed on the surface and tell if it is germinating. You have to look very closely so mind you don’t 
breath too deeply or it’ll be like taking snuff!! 
All seed requested is packed as I get your requests, so if you ask for two packets of a variety, I just double up the 
quantity. I do not store the seed in the fridge or freezer as it seems to be viable at normal temps. 
Last year I tried some seed which had escaped from my seed folders and was quite old. I sowed them in November 
2008 and after a long time-Jan 2009 I had some germination. So as I say it all takes patience. 
Remember hybrid seed does not come true to the parent, some may look very similar but you never know what you 
may get, that’s the fascinating part of growing from seed. Any way here’s to a good growing season. Hope to see 
many of you at the Annual Show 
Regards  Sue 
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LOOKING AFTER STREPS MONTH BY MONTH 
 
 
 

JUNE. 
     If you grow in a greenhouse shading should be on by now, if your conservatory gets very 
hot you should also use shading and if you are growing in the house keep the plants off the 
south facing windowsills. 
You should have flower by now, take off all dead flowers regularly and when all the flowers 
from the stem have been taken off cut those stems out as low as possible, keep feeding 
with a quarter strength high potash feed (tomato feed is best) if any plants need repo ng 
take off the flower stems that are in flower before doing this, this encourages the plant to 
root quicker. 

 
JULY and AUGUST. 

 
     Repeat everything for JUNE but for one thing please leave a seed pod on to ripen, Sue 
with the seed fund will be very happy to receive any seed you can send her, if you leave 
one on a plant in July it should be ready 14 weeks later, cut it off and put in a PAPER bag. 
 

SEPTEMBER. 
 

     Again as above but this month you can stop feeding, this will start the plants into a 
res ng period, they will s ll flower for quite a while, at least another 8 to 10 weeks then 
they will be ready to start there winter clean up, this will be in the October issue. 
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ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDING 31ST.MARCH 2009  

 
                    INCOME         
2007/2008 
        £             £ 
4,202.68 Membership Fees   3,349.01 

    20.00 Donations            18.00 

  Sales:- 
1,409.00          Literature & Seeds  1,370.30 

   245.25 Bank Interest       185.91 

1,500.00 Shows     1,920.35 

   142.00 Refreshments       130.00 

      0.00 Miscellaneous          0.00 

7,518.93   Total Income for the period 6,973.57  
 
   EXPENDITURE 

2,177.74 Printing & Stationery   2,765.64 

   479.53 Postage    1,382.66 

    75.00 Insurance        90.00 

    82.00 Seed Fund Expenses       85.87 

  633.00 Show Expenses   1,060.00 

  267.00 Prize Money       278.00 

   49.00 Refreshments         70.35 

  165.00 Hire of Hall       165.00 

     0.00 Matting       150.33 

     0.00 T. Shirts       279.50 

  Miscellaneous Expenses        0.00 

3,928.27    Total Expenditure for the period 6,327.35     

Surplus Income over Expenditure for the period     

646.22 

       Balance brought forward 2007 / 2008

 11,061.29 

      Balance carried forward to 2009 / 2010     11,707.51 

 

Represented by: 

 Balance of Current account at Lloyds TSB at 31st March 2009  674.41 
      Less Un-presented cheques     0.00 
      Add unapplied credits              0.00         674.41 

Balance of Deposit account at Lloyds TSB at 31st March 2009 11,033.10

               11,707.51 
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Addresses for mail or ar cles for 
publica on in next issue 
 
Ken Jones 
23 North Street 
Boney Hay  
Burntwood 
Staffs 
WS7 2PB 
Tel:- 01543 318554 
 
Frank Davies 
9 Wharf Lane 
Chasetown 
Burntwood 
Staffs 
WS7 4QY 
Tel:- 01543 672938 
e-mail FKSTREPS@aol.com 
 
Tom Causer 
24 North street 
Boney hay 
Burntwood 
Staffs 
WS7 2PB 
 e-mail tom.causer@ntlworld.com 
 Deadline for ar cles,  
ques ons or le ers is 
31/08/2009 
 
SEED FUND 
Sue Long 
26 Killan Road, 
Dunvant, 
Swansea. 
SA2 7TD 
Tel:- 01792 207898 
e-mail gowerstreps@hotmail.com 
 
MEMBERSHIP TREASURER 
Peter Pinches 
72 Coopers Road 
Handsworth Wood 
Birmingham 
B20 2JX 
Tel:- 0121 5540428 
 
If you have pictures you want print-
ed in the Newsle er please send 
photos, 35mm negs or slides to 
Tom Causer or Ken Jones these will 
be returned a er publica on. 
 
Many thanks 
Tom  
 The editor  

 

Dear Ken, 
This last winter has been a complete disaster for my Streptocarpus collection. Both my wife and I 
have been ill and as no heat was provided in the greenhouse, after two nights of very severe frost 
all my plants look very dead. I am anxious to build up a collection from scratch and was wonder-
ing if any members had the odd leaf to spare to start up a new collection from cuttings. 
Kindest regards 
yours sincerely 
Membership No. 166 
Alun Jones 
Tanglewood, 
2 Bryntirion Ave, 
Prestatyn, 
Denbighshire. 
LL19 9PB 
 
Dear Frank. 
     I write to answer Nicole e that she was not the only one to experience an awful 2008 year. 
Having gained to my surprise two awards in the beginners show sec on in 2007 imagine my 
disappointment at loosing all my streptocarpus plants in 2008 for one reason or another. 
Watering must be a profession on its own-a degree course perhaps? 
     Having no plants to show for 2008 I did not a end –but my memories of the 2007 show (a bit 
belated ill admit) are s ll very much alive in my ageing mind, kind helpers, advisors, sharers and 
all lovers and admirers of the streptocarpus. 
     I have encouraged one or two of my friends to grow them and this enabled me to be a recipi-
ent of one or two replacement plants last year, although I’ve heard that one friend deserted to 
grow orchids, her husband told me they seem to be plants she couldn’t kill! Ah well, you win 
some and you loose some. 
Kind regards. 
                               Lance P. 
 
Dear Frank & Mary. 
                            I hope you are both keeping well, all is well here, streps seem late coming into 
flower this year. 
I wonder if the following query I have with you maybe a worthwhile item for the newsle er, it 
would be interes ng to here other members experiences. 
At the 2008 July annual strep show I had a free one-leaf plant (Galpinii) from the society (I must 
add I thought a very kind gesture to members). The following week I po ed it on into a slightly 
larger pot, in a few weeks it was flowering. Later in the year it produced another leaf, my ques-

on is should I have removed this leaf? 
Plant is now a five-leaf plant in a five-inch pot very healthy and full of flowers. 
Which class do I enter it in this year Frank? 
Kind regards. 
                        Margaret G. 
 
My answer. 
Galpinii some mes does this if grown indoors not very many only stay as one leaf, this also 
means that the plant does not die a er producing seed, as it does in the wild. 
No need to remove any of the new leaves, if the old leaf gets very ta y you can take that off. 
The class to enter it in at the society show is the species class. 
Frank. 
 
 
Dear Tom 
Please can you accept the following :-  
WANTED- has anyone a leaf or plant of ROSEMARY the DOUBLE pink & white from Di-
bleys. contact Pat on 01462 811575 or email 'pat@pat93.wanadoo.co.uk'  
Thanks Pat Smith 
  

Le ers from Members  


