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There was I languishing in the doldrums so to speak because my plants were so
far behind, then in an instant our show was upon us and I had the unenviable task
of judging. Well actual show numbers were down a little but the quality certainly
wasn’t. Several classes were so close a little head scratching on my part and my
steward before we finally arrived at 1st to 4th places, very often only a fraction
meant someone didn’t get a prize. I say thank you to all members who took part
and look forward to seeing you in 2010. My own plants did finally crack on a little
and have been a worthwhile effort a lot are only now at their best (end of August).
I don’t go to many of the major shows now but I know a lot of the major topics this
year have been about composts. This has not only concerned us as a society but a
whole load of other gardeners and specialist society people as well. Our composts
have been changing for the past few years, more so this year because the time limit
on peat reductions is up in 2010. Nobody has told us the truth about what has taken
the place of the peat content, the best we get is it is recycled material or it’s a new
ingredient that holds more moisture, something we wouldn’t really want with
streptocarpus. Whatever it is it certainly is not good news for composts. As many
of you will know I have in the past conducted trials of compost with Streps and
have recommended various ones in what I would call suitability for growing.
These have all been top well known names plus a few D.I.Y. own brands so that
I covered everyone who could only get to local retail outlets or someone who just
wanted a 20ltr bag. A lot of these I can no longer recommend for Streps even the
brand I used for years. I have tried 3 different ones this year and as yet I’m not
happy with any, yes they are growing but positively not with their usual vigour and
freshness. Come on you compost firms you have to do better than this.
On a lighter note it was good to see Lynne Dibley at our show, for this young lady then to agree to become President of our Society has really put the icing on the
cake for us! Rex Dibley and his family are of course our main professional nursery
for Streptocarpus and other Gesneriads winning many Gold Medals in the process
introducing and breeding new varieties, may they continue for many years to
come.
Frank and Mary still have a busy time in this last month of the show season,
Shepton Mallet, Harrogate and the late Malvern show will conclude a long season
for them so go along and visit if you possibly can.
Enjoy your growing whatever form it may take.
Ken Jones
Chairman
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Musings from South Wales for 2009
by Gordon Long
Gardeners are normally a happy lot, but with the season so far we can be compared to the farmers
-------- too dry, too wet, too windy etc. What a start to the year, down in South Wales we tend to be
fairly frost free being on the coast and fanned by clean S. Westerly winds off the Atlantic. This year
was an exception all right, sub zero temperatures coupled with deep snow from Christmas to mid
January was a surprise, -- coupled with me suffering from gout and flu for about a month or so, it
was a great start to the year. With little or no heat in the greenhouses we lost a lot of plants and with
me being unable to drive and hobbling about or stuck in front of the TV set all day I was well
cheesed off. However if I ever appear on ‘Mastermind’ my specialist subject would be ‘Midsomer
Murders’----- I would walk it!!
Sadly we never fully recovered from the cold, we have hardly any mature plants left but we have
loads to prick out and pot on, so very little for show day. Sue had been busy as seed secretary, she
grows many plants for the seed fund and I think she is quite happy with her efforts and plus your
contributions, however limited your resources may be all help to keep the seed fund going.
However time flies and all too soon it is the annual show time. We travelled up on the Friday;
first 100 miles was fine, nice scenery, Raglan Castle, River Wye, lovely. Then reality---M5 motorway and M42, three or four lanes of hell on wheels till Tamworth—Sanctuary!!.
We were the first to arrive at the ‘Memo’ 4.30ish and started stacking chairs then soon after Frank
and Mary arrived, hugs all round. Next came Stella and Margaret (stalwarts of the stands at the big
shows). Soon tables were set up and the hum of battery drills meant the staging was being erected,
and classes were marked out, and then off to Frank’s house for a ‘cuppa’. Saturday off early to the
‘Memo’, erect Franks display boards, ladies off to the kitchen to put the kettle on so members could
have a cuppa when they arrived with their plants. Brian and Lorraine arrive—more hugs. If you ever have run a flower show, now the doubts set in, will anybody turn up? Have people got plants?
Will we have a good entry? Will we have more gaps than plants? This lasts for about half an hour,
then people trickle in, more hugs, handshakes and hello’s, plants appear, you begin to smile.
Every year we note the number of entries in each class. 2008 saw several entries in class 6 so this
year given more room, but had less entries, 2008 we allowed more space than plants in class 8--this year less room—a good fit, hooray! Some you win, you can never tell what entries you are going to get, all part of the fun?
The clock is ticking; Lorraine is taking late entries, never makes a fuss, and just gets on with it.
Plants are laid out for sale in the foyer and the hall is a sea of bloom, although we have a few gaps.
In a difficult season you have done well. The hall is cleared for judging and Ken our chairman, with
a rosette as big as a frying pan marked ‘Judge’ on his chest, and complete with trademark hat commences to judge.
Meanwhile next door it’s A.G.M. time, a record attendance I think with well over 60 members
packed into the room, refreshments are served and off we go. In Ken’s absence I took the chair and
not being one for stuffy long winded affairs, but observing protocol, conducted the meeting in a
light hearted manner. Everyone had their say and the business was concluded. Lynne Dibley of Dibley’s Nurseries kindly attended our meeting and was then introduced as our consultant’ Streptocarpologist’, (yes folks a new word for the R.H.S. dictionary), who answered our queries, some of
which were quite in depth and encouraged debate from the floor. Mary then presented Lynne with a
token of our appreciation (wine and chocs) and Lynne kindly accepted our offer of Presidency,
which made Frank’s day. Lynne stayed for the prize giving and I hope she was impressed by the
enthusiasm and growing skills of our society members.
Sad time now, show is over, benches slowly emptying and people drifting away and we begin dismantling the staging. It was really nice that several people stayed to help with the tables and putting
everything away. Thanks a lot, most appreciated.
Back at Frank and Mary’s after a generous portion of fish and chips we were enjoying a beer
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Musings from South Wales for 2009 (continued)
(speak for yourself dear, Mary and I were having a much needed glass of wine!) and discussing the
show and the weekend. ‘Do you know ‘said Frank,’ this is not a society for growing plants, it’s more
like one big happy family’ couldn’t put it better myself. See you all again next year!
Sue & Gordon Long
Swansea

About the Seed Fund
The fund is run by yours truly and many of you have met me and the seed fund at the Annual Show held in
July. When I volunteered to be the seed secretary 10 years ago at the inaugural meeting of the society, I never
realised how many friends I would make through the society. I am most grateful.
The Society has gone from strength to strength since its inception and many seeds have been distributed.
The varieties now are varied and exceptional. I try to keep most of the seed varieties from my own stock, but
am really glad when you members can send me seed of varieties that I either do not grow or am low on ( I’d
need a greenhouse the size of the Palm House at Kew Gardens to do that!)
About the seed itself. If you have not grown from seed before, I suggest you try mixed seed first to get you
started; the fund has plenty of this. Sow seed in small batches to give yourselves a few attempts, and also if you
have a good germination rate, it looks like cress and is as difficult to prick out and also where to put all those
seedlings when they go into bigger pots!
Unlike Frank, I sow my seed in very small pots, the reason; I use less compost, more room in my propagator
for more varieties of seed, and if I have a germination failure, not so much compost to recycle.
This last couple of months I have covered the soil with a small layer of silver sand, and sowed seed onto that,
this way you can see the seed on the surface and tell if it is germinating. You have to look very closely so mind
you don’t breath too deeply or it’ll be like taking snuff!!
All seed requested is packed as I get your requests, so if you ask for two packets of a variety, I just double up
the quantity. I do not store the seed in the fridge or freezer as it seems to be viable at normal temps.
Last year I tried some seed which had escaped from my seed folders and was quite old. I sowed them in November 2008 and after a long time-Jan 2009 I had some germination. So as I say it all takes patience.
Remember hybrid seed does not come true to the parent, some may look very similar but you never know what
you may get, that’s the fascinating part of growing from seed.

Any way here’s to a good growing season
Hope to see many of you at the Annual Show
Regards
Sue
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SHOW REPORT Saturday July 18 2009.
by Mary Davies
This year with all the food etc. bought and sorted before 11 am on the Friday morning we
had plenty of time to load the van with all the staging for erecting later on in the afternoon, as
we use all the tables in the hall plus some doors on trestles which they kindly let us keep under the stage, we still need some for the plant sales area, two local members who did trade
fairs in the past kindly bring 6 three quarter ones, this seems to be just enough, by 6.30 most
of it was done, with the extra help of Margaret and Stella together with our 2 regulars Sue
and Gordon.
All we need now is a good turn out, especially as we have a very special person attending.
Frank has asked Lynne Dibley if she would do a session after the AGM with questions from
the floor, so we where keeping our fingers crossed for as many plants as last year, we have
had so many reports from members who had lost a lot of plants over the winter, so we did not
know what to expect, well it could have been worse, we ended up about a quarter down on the
year before.
We had 25 members showing 178 plants, (last year 223 plants) but it was still a good show
the plants were again excellent and Ken had a hard job with the judging, John Spires was the
steward (who incidentally is an Orchid judge).
My thanks to all who brought cakes and helped out in the kitchen, I am sure that all the
members who attended add there thanks too.
The date for next years show will have to be Saturday 17th of July; again Tatton Park is the
week after.
Mary Davies.

CLASS RESULTS.
Greenhouse Grown.
Class 1. 1 Plant, in up to a 4.1/4 inch (11cm) pot. 8 members entered 20 plants.
First. Keith Capper with Pico Purple (own breeding)
Second. Peter Wilson with Ink (own breeding)
Third. Brian Grieve Falling Stars
Fourth. Brian Grieve. Ruby Anniversary

Class 2. 3 Plants, in up to a 4.1/4 inch (11cm) pot. 4 members entered 18 plants.
First. Keith Capper Pico Ruﬄes, Fantasy Time, Pico Feather (own breeding)
Second. Peter Wilson with 3 of his own breeding.
Third. Keith Capper Pico Magenta, Pico Bouquet, Pico Lilac (own breeding)
Fourth. Peter Wilson with 3 more of his own breeding .

Class 3. 1 Plant, 6-inch (15cm) pot. 8 members entered 20 plants.
First. Ron Aldous with Rhiannon
Second. Keith Capper with Wimberry Pie
Third. Rodney Woods with Lady Love
Fourth. Rodney Woods with Coral

Class 4. 3 Plants, 6-inch (15cm) pot. 4 members entered 12 plants.
First. Ron Aldous with Falling Stars, Rhiannon and a seedling.
Second. Peter Wilson with again 3 of his seedlings.
Third. Keith Capper with Toronto Silver Splash, Wimberry Pie & Pico Ice.
Fourth. Jean Griﬃths with Texas Hot Chilli, Frosty Diamond & Blue Azur Roule e.
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Show Report 2009 (con nued)

Grown in House or Conservatory.
Class 5. 1 Plant, in up to a 4.1/4 inch (11cm) pot. 6 members entered 14 plants.
First. Peter Wilson with again another one of his seedlings
Second. Pauline Benton with Ma hew.
Third. Pauline Benton with Annabel.
Fourth. Anita Harper with Carolyn Ann.

Class 6. 3 Plants, in up to a 4.1/4 inch (11cm) pot. 3 members entered 15 plants.
First. Peter Wilson with 3 more of his own seedlings.
Second. Anita Harper with Chris ne & 2 others.
Third. Pauline Benton with Aurora, Blushing Bride & Mini Pink.
Fourth. Pauline Benton with Frosty Diamond, Mia & Bristols Blackbird.

Class 7. 1 Plant, 6-inch (15cm) pot. 6 members entered 7 plants.
First. Peter Wilson with another seedling.
Second. Anita Harper with Chris ne.
Third. Margaret Ereaut with Demeter.
Fourth. Jean Griﬃths with Alissa

CLASSES 8 TO 13 CAN BE GROWN ANYWHERE.
Class 8. 1 Plant, any size pot. 2 members entered 3 plants.
First. Ron Aldous, with Rhiannon. **** This plant won BEST IN SHOW.
Second. Ron Aldous with Rhiannon.
Third. Peter Wilson. With a seedling.
Fourth. No entry

Class 9. Any Species need not be in ﬂower, any size pot. 5 members entered 8 plants.
First. Ron Aldous with S. candidus
Second. Lisa Cowley with S. galpinii.
Third. Brian Grieve, with S. cyaneus havelock.
Fourth. Rick Benton with S. goetzei.

Class 10. 6 Plants in ﬂower. 2 members entered this class.
First. Keith Capper with Jacaranda, Thandi, Impi, Incosi, Jubulani & seedling 250
Second. Anita Harper with Sandra, Charlo e, Chris ne, Mia, Blushing Bride & Charlo e.
Third & Fourth No entry
Class 11. Any new seedling. Judged by members.
We had 28 entries in this class from 10 members.
First. Mary Davies with a red form of Blackberry Lady
Second. Mary Davies with another red form, this one like Night & Day
Third = Mary Davies this one I can’t remember.
Third = Keith Capper with a very nice pink with veining and a small yellow throat.
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Show Report 2009 (con nued)
Class 12. A photograph of a single streptocarpus plant. 2 members entered with 5 photo’s.
First. Diana Lawrence
Second. Diana Lawrence
Third. Diana Lawrence
Fourth. D W Dorward

Class 13. A photograph of a group of streptocarpus. 2 members entered with 5 photo’s.
First. Diana Lawrence
Second. D W Dorward
Third. D W Dorward
Fourth. D W Dorward

Class 14. Beginner. 1 Plant in ﬂower in any size pot. 5 members entered 5 plants.
First. A M Jillings with Leonie.
Second. Janet Price with Charlo e.
Third. Jill Perkins with Heidi.
Fourth. Joan Smith with Charlotte.
Class 15. Beginner. 3 Plants in ﬂower in any size pot. 5 members entered 15 plants.
First. Janet Price with Anne, Gloria & Ruby.
Second. A M Jillings with Persephone, Texas Sunrise & Carolyn Ann.
Third.
Joan Smith
Fourth.
not
named.

Class

16. Hang-

entry
First.

(more
G Hughes

Rhiannon Best in

with Sophie, Mia & Emily
Lisa Cowley with Shiloh & 2

ing Basket with Streps. Only 1
next year please)

Show

Ron Aldous being presented

by
Lynne Dibley with his Trophy for
Best in Show
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British Streptocarpus Society AGM Minutes 2009
As the appointment of a specialist streptocarpus judge was a dilemma again this year it
fell once again to our chairman Ken to deliberate over the show. Founder member Gordon
Long took the chair with Sue your Seed Sec taking the minutes.
The meeting was formally opened at 12.10pm, with approx 60 members present. and the
chairman welcomed the members, thanking them for their attendance and in the case of
some, travelling a long distance to be here. He also welcomed Lynne Dibley from Dibley’s
Nurseries who would answer members’ questions at the end of the meeting.
Everyone was given a balance sheet and a copy of the 2008 minutes.
Apologies for absence were received from Jim Ellis and Mr and Mrs Jordan. The 2008
minutes were taken as read, proposed by Bob Counsel and seconded by Ian Darkins.
Matters arising: - None
There was correspondence for the meeting from Alun Jones thanking members for helping
to replace his strep collection.
Secretary’s Report
Frank got up to deliver his report. A few years ago membership worldwide was nearing
800, but at present either 600 or 601, several American members had not renewed as the
economic climate out there was really biting, so while not turning members away, we are
happy to tread water.
Round the shows
Malvern Spring was first up. Owing to a cancellation Frank had more space than expected
so put up two displays left and right with a centre table of species, very symmetrical and a
hit with the judges who awarded a Gold medal .The plants were a bit slow this year so had
some help from Dibley’s who were very helpful supplying some plants.
Arley Hall (Cheshire) was next, where Mr and Mrs Benton helped out, saving Frank and
Mary finding B & B, another Gold medal and thanks to all.
Tatton Park will follow with Frank and Mary driving up the day after this years AGM to
erect the stand, hopefully having enough space.
Although we had a substantial bank balance, the AGM, show and hall hire etc came to
over £600. Whilst all prize monies won go into funds, this is a guarantee of future shows
and with postage going up again they were proposing a £1.00 rise in membership. Bearing
in mind the postage on 600 newsletters, three times a year plus membership renewals. Bob
Counsel proposed a £2.00 rise seconded by Ron Aldous with Ken Woodward in support--this was carried by a show of hands. Some members asked about joint membership. After
some discussion it was resolved that there be no extra charge for this. Added to our overseas
membership loss, the overseas membership is down by two thirds.
Shows coming up, Keith Capper to attend one in Cheshire, then Mary and Frank do Bakewell, Shepton Mallet, Harrogate, and lastly Autumn Malvern.
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British Streptocarpus Society AGM Minutes 2009
(continued)
Treasurers Report
The treasurer then took the floor and talked the members through the accounts.
Peter began by mentioning the fall in subscriptions and rates going up and welcomed the
rise in future subscriptions. Oddities in the expenditure were explained by Frank block buying stamps before a price rise. The hall had been booked for next years show and paid for in
case of any price rise. The subject of e-mailing the newsletter was brought up to save money on postage. Points for and against were discussed and it was agreed to see if this was viable, it was also mentioned that if the newsletter were posted on the internet via the web
page, then anyone could access it without becoming a member.
The accounts were moved and accepted, proposed Margaret Ereaut, seconded by Pauline
Benton.
Seed Secretaries Report
Once again Sue had a busy year. Many requests from home and abroad, but the fund was
holding up well, although some seed was (especially species seed) becoming old, and the
fund could do with an influx of fresh species seed. Thanks to all those members who contributed seed, and a plea to members to leave at least one seedpod develop on your plants
for the fund. If anyone has difficulty finding envelopes to send the seed in, a plain envelope
with the whole seedpod put in will suffice, thanks in anticipation. Once again hybrid seed
does not come true to parent so who knows what seedlings you will get.
Election of Officers
As the existing officers and committee were returned at the 2008 AGM and serve for 3
years there was no election this year.
The Chairman then thanked the officers for their hard work over the last year commenting
that it was good to show a profit in these difficult economic times. He also thanked the ladies for their catering skills. Mention was also made of Tom Causer, a gentleman seldom
seen by the members but who does an admirable job editing and compiling the newsletter.
Thanks Tom.
Thanks also to Lorraine Hawkins for the ‘booking in’ of exhibits on the day of the show,
patiently and efficiently carried out.
The meeting was formally closed at 1.45 pm, when Lynne Dibley took centre stage and
answered members questions about growing streps. This session lasted well over half an
hour and went down very well. At the onset of this forum, Frank put Lynne ‘on the spot’ by
asking her to become our President and by the time the informalities had ended she agreed.
So welcome Lady President to our friendly society, long may the partnership continue.
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Secretary’s Report
This time I have very little to say regarding the society show, Sue & Gordon Long
have said it all, the AGM report covers shows up to Tatton Park, still only had a standard space, can’t seem to get a larger one at Tatton, but we did get a Silver Guilt.
Although I say it myself the display Mary put up at Bakewell (the next one after Tatton) was better than Tatton, this gained a Large Gold.
It was a little muddy at Bakewell, motors being towed in and out of the mud, so we
parked up and left the van until we went home 3 days later.

Strep care October.

Flowering will be slowing down this month so reduce the amount of water used, stop
feeding as the plants will need a rest.
Any extra long leaves can be cut back to half there size, these will have no use next
year, as the flowers will all be on new leaves.
Check your seedlings if you sowed in September, they will need a mist spray occasionally.
If you have not sown any seed this month is a very good time to do it, seed sown should
be put on bottom heat in a propagator, if trying in the house the warmest room and
covered with glass or clingfilm.
If you think any plants need repotting cut all the flowers off before doing this, this
helps the root form in the new compost. Do not over pot; use the next pot size up.

Strep care November.

Not much to do this month if you’ve fulfilled the October tasks, just keep taking the
dead flowers off, and don’t over water them.

Strep care December and January.

First half of December just keep them clean of dead flowers, the second half you can
start to take off some of the old leaves, not all of them just the ones that are large and
tatty, then towards the end of January take all the leaves that flowered off, take them
as low as possible to the base of the plant, this is best done with your finger nail, score
under the leaf to be taken off then rock from side to side gently and off it comes, if you
use a knife be very careful not to cut the new leaves that are just forming, if the knife
slips next seasons flowers are lost, far better with your finger nail. So if you bite your
nails leave one alone for a month before.
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Swap Shop & Le ers from Members
Mary Flanagan, 10 Park Road, Airmyn, Goole, East Yorks. DN14 8LQ.
E-Mail mary.ﬂanagan1@ scali.co.uk Has anyone a plant of Rosemary please; I am also trying to
get, Lemon Frills, Snow Rose, & Lynn's Ruby Red.
Hello,
Thank you for sending the membership card and literature so promptly. I had considered joining 2 or 3 years ago but never seemed to get around to it.
I have just counted the number of varie es I have and it now amounts to 28, although as this
includes most of Dibleys’ new introduc ons from recent years I shall probably have to reduce
the range. Having said that it is diﬃcult to choose which to drop!
Incidentally, regarding the comments on culture, you may be interested in my experiences –
———————————————————————————————————————
for the last 2 seasons I have been incorpora ng Westland 6 month Slow Release fer liser in the
compost at the ﬁnal pot stage. It is NPK 14-5-28 and seems to work very well. The other point I
might men on is about the seed bank. I have never bothered to collect seed before but I have
quite a few varie es which are not on the stock list shown in the Newsle er and I am prepared
to save some if you think it worthwhile
Regards, Keith Ashby (New Member 367)
Sue will be pleased with any spare seed, thanks.
Yesterday was the ﬁrst BSS show we have a ended; you may recall I signed Barbara up for
membership a couple of months ago as a birthday present. What a friendly group of people
were there, and generous with advice and plants and cu ngs as well. The snacks and coﬀee
were excellent. Please pass on the apprecia on of Barbara and myself to all who were involved
in the organisa on of a most enjoyable and inspiring day.
Thanks again, I look forward to hearing from you. David James
THEY CAN ALL READ IT FOR THEMSELVES.
Frank
A ached for your records is a copy of the renewal invoice in respect of the hos ng of the Streptocarpus website for the next 12 months by Demon and the statutory fee for the next two years
to retain the domain name.
On the assump on that you are happy with this, I will pay it and would like the Society to regard it as a small dona on from Ann and myself - so there is no need to reimburse us!
Trust you and Mary are well and that you have had a good recep on at the many shows you
a end.
With Best Wishes
John

On behalf of all the members we would like to thank you both very
much, Frank & Mary + 620 members.
Dear Tom
I took a stall at a recent flower show in Worthing and sold forty plants and created some interest.
I also handed out membership applications.
There are some photos attached which may be of interest for the newsletter (see below)
Regards
P. Berry No
520
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Addresses for mail or ar cles for
publica on in next issue
Ken Jones
23 North Street
Boney Hay
Burntwood
Staﬀs
WS7 2PB
Tel:- 01543 318554
Frank Davies
9 Wharf Lane
Chasetown
Burntwood
Staﬀs
WS7 4QY
Tel:- 01543 672938
e-mail FKSTREPS@aol.com
Tom Causer
24 North street
Boney hay
Burntwood
Staﬀs
WS7 2PB
e-mail tom.causer@ntlworld.com
Deadline for ar cles,
ques ons or le ers is
31/12/2009
SEED FUND
Sue Long
26 Killan Road,
Dunvant,
Swansea.
SA2 7TD
Tel:- 01792 207898
e-mail gowerstreps@hotmail.com
MEMBERSHIP TREASURER
Peter Pinches
72 Coopers Road
Handsworth Wood
Birmingham
B20 2JX
Tel:- 0121 5540428
If you have pictures you want printed in the Newsle er please send
photos, 35mm negs or slides to
Tom Causer or Ken Jones these will
be returned a er publica on.
Many thanks
Tom
The editor

